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To the Class of 2013:

You are the vanguard of a new generation of tech-savvy health care 
providers. Not only will you be the first to avail yourselves of the 
widespread integration of electronic medical records but you will also 
have real-time access to remote diagnosis and consultation. These 
efficiencies will improve the quality and control the costs of your 
professional services, v f

Your patients will have a much more influential role in their choice of 
providers and the services they receive. Access to evidence-based 
information will make them better informed about their potential 
conditions and about the management options available to them. 
Team-based care will provide coordination of appropriate testing and 
services through shared responsibility for outcomes.

The New England College of Optometry has prepared you to 
succeed in this continuously changing vocation. Your instructors are 
among the profession’s best educators and clinical mentors, but even 
more importantly, are passionate about their love of teaching. You 
are knowledgeable, skilled and proficient.

The burden now shifts to you to maintain cutting-edge competency. 
New knowledge is being developed at an accelerated pace while 
models of delivery are becoming more streamlined. In the turbulence 
of all this change, I encourage you to always maintain your focus on 
the most important trait of being a good doctor -  compassion for your 
patients.

Congratulations! You really deserve it.

Clifford Scott, OD, MPH



To our finest Optometrist colleagues,

Four years ago, we started a journey together with anticipation of 
what the path of Optometry would bring. Today, our journey together 
is at its end, and we are moving on to create our own.

As we flip through these pages, we will witness how we have 
conquered all that optometry school has thrown at us in these past 
four years - we overcame the stresses of projects and exams, 
pushed through crazy clinical hours, and dedicated ourselves to 
countless hours of learning and studying. Above all, these pages will 
highlight the beginnings of lifelong friendships, new life experiences, 
multiple celebrations at Crossroads, and growth in becoming the 
Optometrists we are today.

Congratulations Doctors of Optometry of 2013! We could not be 
prouder to represent such an amazing, caring, and talented group of 
peers! Let this yearbook remind you of your Boston roots; remind you 
of how far you have come and how far you will be going in your 
career.

Best of luck our friends and colleagues. May our paths continue to 
cross as we venture into the big world as ODs!

With the best of wishes,

Jenn Liao and Sana Rahman Aziem

“Have the courage to follow your heart and intuition. They somehow 
already know what you truly want to become. Everything else is
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YEAR 1 ~ Beginnings in Boston [
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Who an  you? Whan an  you from?
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OD 1 Adventures!
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It's not like 0D 2 is hard...



Right?
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ALCON

With cash flowing and chips clinking, 
Everybody is happy- even the doctors 

are drinking!
There's always good prizes like lenses, 

gift cards, and Ray Bans,
Dinner cooked by Dr. Contardo 

and even free spray tans.
And after the night is said and done,

No one leaves without having fun.
All to raise money for VOSH and their trip, 

It's a night at NECO you never want to skip.

PRE
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Halloween! so frightening!
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Once a year we stand, 
dressed in uniform 

hand in hand. Fighting 
to win (and not finish 
last), we worked well 
together as a class. 

Some had played and 
some had cheered, 
sometimes we won, 
and others we were 
smeared. But we had 
heart and spirit and 

class, and in the end we 
won the trophy at last!
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NECO Olympics



IB

From watermelon eating to tug-o-war, 
basketball to soccer, we fight (or eat) on



f f i a t t   --------------
I IJ l/lI to celebrate another year of hard work and

C f )  n  e  U JC iV u  sleepless nights. And we seem to just get

0
better w ith each passing year!











NECO sends

S O l ^ i n a l s !







OD 2 WHITE COAT CEREMONY |



With full deliberation I freely and solemnly pledge that: I will practice 
the art and science of optometry faithfully and conscientiously, and o 
the fullest scope of my competence. I will uphold and honorably promote 
bv example and action the highest standards, ethics and ideals of my 
chosen profession and the honor of the degree, Doctor of Optometry, 
which has been granted me.....

I will provide professional care for those who seek my services, with 
concern, with compassion and with due regard for their human righ s
and dignity.

I will place the treatment of those who seek my care above personal 
gain and strive to see that none shall lack for proper care.

I will hold as privileged and inviolable all information entrusted to me 
in confidence by my patients.

I will advise my patients fully and honestly of all which may serve to 
restore, maintain or enhance their vision and general healt .

I will strive continuously to broaden my knowledge and skills so»that 
my patients may benefit from all new and efficacious means to enhance
the care of human vision.

I will share information cordially and unselfishly with my fellow 
L to m e S  andTher professionals for the benefit of patients and the 
advancement of human knowledge and welfare. I will do my utmost to

m y  c o u n t , y  a n d  h u m a n k i n d  a s  a  n  a sas an optometrist.

I hereby commit myself to be steadfast in the performance of this my 
solemn oath and obligation.

M M K S L
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OD 1 Poster Day



8th Annual Poster Pay 
Group Winners

First Place
Alexandra Lescop, Heather Kaas, 

Jieming Shen, Maria Walker

Second Place
Katherine Hogan, Deanna Lahey, 
Jennifer Le, Sharlette Saldona, 

Florencia Yeh

Jessica
A s h le y  Tang, Vivien Tse, Michal Zylihski



CIUBS AND ORGANIZATIONS

^  ................
of O PTO M ETRY
AM ER IC AN  AC A D E M Y

» /
American Academy of 

Optometry
Mission Statement: The major goal of the American Academy of 
Optometry is to maintain and enhance excellence in standards of 
optometric practice. It does this by fostering research and the 
dissemination of knowledge in both basic and applied vision science.

American Optometric 
Student Association (AOSA)

ASS®

The AOSA represents student interests to a variety of organizations 
including the National Board of Examiners in Optometry, International 
Association of the Board, Association of Schools and Colleges of 
Optometry, and various sections of the American Optometric Association.

Beta Sigma Kappa (BSK)

Mission Statement: To stimulate scientific attainment, academic excellence I 
and the ethical practice of optometry; and to promote and provide financial I 
support for worthy research projects relating to vision care and the eyes.

NECO Student Council

The student Council governs the internal affairs of the student body. The! 
Council consists of twenty three voting members and is made up of tha  
Executive Board; representatives from ODI, ODII, ODIII classes, thel 
Accelerated Optometric Degree Program, and the Advanced Standing 
International Programs. The Council meets periodically with school 
administrators to help set policy concerning student interests, and oversees! 
the election of student representatives to administrative committees such! 
as Curriculum, Student Affairs, and Financial Aid.

Massachusetts Society of Optometrists (MSO)

The Massachusetts Society of Optometrists (MSO) is dedicated to tha 
fulfillment of quality vision and eye care needs of all the public. To achieva 
this goal, MSO seeks to unite all Massachusetts optometrists in their efforl 
to practice the highest standard of care trough support of continuing 
education and research.



National Optometric 
Student Association (NOSA)

Performance Vision Club

The National Optometric Student Association (NOSA) 
promotes the delivery of vision care to minority 
communities through consumer education, legislative 
advocacy, and minority recruitment and retention 
activities. The Association informs minority community 
[members about vision protection and works to raise 
legislators' awareness of minority consumers' visual 
needs.

Fellowship of Christian 
Optometrists (FCO)

Objectives of the Performance Vision Club 
(PVC) are to serve all patients in the 
community to improve their visual 
performance; to inform the public of 
preventative measures to ensure proper eye 
safety and to reduce the risk of eye injury; to 
promote professional standards of behavior 
and mutual respect among members, and to 
promote professional standards of behavior 
among members of the student organization 
and the general public.

ThP Fellowshio of Christian Optometrists, International, Inc., founded in 1986, is a not-for-profit 
evangelical organization of Christian optometrists, optometry students, and allied °Phth® ^ p| !? ° nhW  
committed to world wide eye care missions and intraprofessional Christian fellowship. NECO FC0 ha 
participated i n  m i s s i o n  trips to Belize and Honduras and have worked with many doctors and organiza 
to help support mission trips around the world.

College of Optometrists in 
Vision Development (COVD)

C o l l e g e  o f  
O p t o m e t r i s t s  in  
V i s i o n  D e v e l o p m e n t  

P r e v e n t io n  ■ E n h a n c e m e n t  • R e h a b il it a t io n  ■

of their integral role in enhancing learning, productMty, and overall quality of life,

I  NECO Lion's Club H IPrivate Practice Club

The PPC is a group of students at the New 
England College of Optometry with a collective 
interest in private practice and practice 
management. The PPC is open to all current 
students at the New England College of 
Optometry. We work to provide students with 
information on howto run a successful optometric 
practice, give students the tools need to manage 
a private practice after receiving their degree, and 
encourage networking between current students, 
alumni, and private practitioners. We also 
provide speakers and activities dealing wi 
operating a successful practice.

Vision Statement: To be the global leader in community 
and humanitarian service. Mission Statement. To 
empower volunteers to serve their communities, meet 
humanitarian needs, encourage peace and promote 
international understanding through Lions cubs. 
NECO Lions club has been involved in seeing the local 
community in eye care services. We participate in Eye 
Mobile Screenings around the Greater Boston area and 
fundraise for the organizations such as the National 
Braille Press, World Sight Day, and Diabtes Awareness 
Day. We also collect glasses and donate them to our 
VOSH chapter. "When it comes to meeting challenges, 
our response is simple: We serve."

H I



Volunteer Optometric Services to Humanity 
is an international organization dedicated to the elim ination I 

of preventable blindness. NECO's student chapter works to I 
provide free eye exams and vision screenings throughout 
the greater Boston area. Countless students and faculty 
also helped make the trip possible by working throughout 

the year to meet our fundraising goal of over $30,000! Our I 
class had one of the largest VOSH groups with 20 students I 

participating in our week long international clinic held in 
Batey San Ingenio Porvenir, Dominican Republic. Despite 
some difficulty making our way through customs, we were 
able to examine and provide glasses to over 900 patients 
as well as make referrals for cataract and other surgeries 

and provide medications where appropriate. VOSH 
continues to be an international organization with 35 

regional chapters (including some in Canada) waiting for 
your participation as an OD!





The men behind the facial hair: these gents and their 
hearts of gold raised money during November 20 1 1| 
to donate to a charity of choice of the man with the

best 'stache!
m e  y o u r  ’ s f





Pay Attention Downstairs!
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Jessica Ly 
University of California, Irvine 

Montebello, CA
University of Tampa 

Sands Point, NY
University of Massachusetts, Amherst 

Brookline, MA

Anise MarKowski 
Western New England College 

Suffield, CT

NeliMarOheva 
University of Richmond 

Charleston, SC
Providence College 

Providence, R!

Suzanne McClain 
Regis University 

Wheat Ridge, CO
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University of Waterloo 

Cambridge, ON



Kim Nguyen 
University of Minnesota 

Saint Paul Park, MN
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California State University, Long Beach 

Calabasas, CA
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Mat-Knuyen Nguyen 
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Fordham University 
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Suffolk University 
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Damascus University 
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McGill University 
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California, San Diego 
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Rutgers University 

Toms FBver, NJ
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Phoenix, AZ
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Fullerton, CA
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Rutgers University 
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Phoenix, AZ

Siena College 
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Rutgers University 
Staten Island, NY
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University o f ' 
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Jennifer w e t 
University of W ashington 

Seattle, WA
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University of V irginia 

Ashbum, VA
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Boston College 
O ld Tappan, NJ
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Nicholas Jones 
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Joseph Silva 

Catherine Vishton 
John Wang

TorenoaVef 
University of CaWomia, San Diego 

Los A ltos H ills, CA

jackirnezaKy 
Rutgers University

NJ

PsSnfiSSng 
University of W aterloo 

Toronto, ON

. ekatenna Tusupova 
Hunter College of the City University o f NY 

New Y ork
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Sarah,

We cannot express in words alone as to  how proud of you we are and how 
excited for you we feel! We still remember how you reflected on your time in 

Boston and at NECO after the first year and we cannot believe it has been 3 
years since that. All of your hard work and dedication towards achieving your 

goals and finding your passion in health care has certainly paid off and we cannot
wait to  see what you embark on next.

I Congratulations! We wish you the best of luck and so much more for the
future!

Love Always,

Mom, Dad, Gloria, Marissa, and Jason



*D e a n  'H e y a n  fo o tt,

^on eccte, deep itteide cue adcuacpe fatew- t6at tfocc wecdd fattow- cfocci dtteactte a*td
&e ecceceeefaci a t cuAateuen <focc eAoee to- do-.

&elejfaiate you* acAceuemenU, pnepane fan a, £utune o£ oppentcuUtcee a*td ewt&nace
a- cuontd o£ oafaUte poeei&iCttiee.

T̂ emeMtAen tAat fan eueny ettdwy tAene 6e a- aetu AeyuutMty, a*td fo* eveny mecitwuf,
t&ene C& a dneactc aAead!

Voday a*td fa t tAe neat qowi Cifa, may a lt o£ tAoee dneartta ctwte tnae fan you!

‘ZOc one 4e  pnoud ifa c t! (Z o ityn a tu la tie tte !
¥MOG/tg&40K SrtSW D !

*&twe aicmztfe,
‘Tttowc, *Dad attd \j&m
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DR. ALYSSA B. MANCUSO
Congratulations on your Graduation and to the Class of 2013.

Your hard work and perseverance successfully resulted in your Doctorate in Optometry.

You have the five P’s for Success:

Professionalism
Presentation
Personality
Presence
Persona

WE ARE SO PROUD OF YOU! 

Love,
Mom and Dad

Alyssa,
Being able to see you inch closer and closer to 

becoming a doctor has been such a great and rewarding 
experience. I can truly say that I look up to you as an 
older sister, a best friend and a role model.

You give me confidence that I can achieve anything 
that I set my mind to and you played a major role in 
making the transition to professional school easier for me. 
I could not have asked for a better sister and I could not 
be more excited to join you in the world of Optometry in a 
few more years!

Congratulations Alyssa and the Class of 2013 
all EYES are on you as you graduate and move on to the 
next step in your successful lives!

Love, Gillian 
(NECO Class of 2016)



Brianna, you have been 
blessed with many gifts; 

compassion, determination, 
and a heart of gold.

We know that you will go 
out into the world and 
make a difference....

Take pride in what you 
have accomplished, just 
as we have always taken 

pride in who you are.

Love,
Mom and Dad



(2 *M ty n # tu fa £ to * t4 ,!

*20e o n e  do- u en y  f in o u d  o£ y o u .

W u c /i, (o v c , ^ u d f  *7JtoM t- a u c t S a /t# £

Dear Kristin,

W e're so proud of all you've done 
and all the ways you've grown 

W hether fa r away or close to home 
concern is what you've shown

Serious efforts, determination and courage were 
needed to achieve the success of graduation.

You have made us all very proud.
Our heartiest wishes for a great future ahead. 

Love and hugs for you!

Congratulations!
Mom, Dad, Diana, Pepi, Mielu

f tou tm  given a name as Ling slnne (jie) and h ijt t  (ntmg), 

dach noto means dial you June fxofles eyes and hdfi diem 

see die hn jd  uodd.

Q/ou did iL GongratulaHoiJ 

Jtove H im  and Had

We have watched you grow from a sweet little girl 
to  a compassionate young woman who has chosen 
optometry as a means of helping others. Your 
kindness, enthusiasm and love for people will make 
you a wonderful doctor. Wherever life takes you, 
remember we are filled with love and pride for the 
amazing person you are!
Congratulations and good luck!

Love from.
Mum & Pops

S ta y  a Bee.

S ta y  P roductive.

C ontinue to  H o n o r O u r God.

Love You A lw ays, 

Mom

God b lc j jed you  with j o  m any talent) 
tha t lead to y ou r g r ea t  achievement, 
bravo “Dr. VL" !

°  J i  J i
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Cun ’Miehael, alwaye quietly leanuiuy foot hy watehiuy people 
from, the hach, <4 the Hue. We, otfeu cubed ouneelvee “Why ft he 
/tAW /ttyS at the fact, o£ ̂  Ccue?" Wheu a ll alouy we juat 

needed to- remind ouneetvee that you* qeutle ooul, quiet 
demeauon,, aud that “')neu W ill” penaevenauee wene at haud. %
cved e im p ly  lie te u e d  cloee ly , we w o u ld  have heeu a& le to-hean,

yvueayiu,’ 'THom, ^ 'ad... 'Ko-Wonniee... ^ ^ 7  7»?^5/// 
Cun, hate one oft to-the hoy who- tooh hie time qettiuy ahead 6y 

cuatchiuy aud leanuiuy from the 6aeb o£ the tiue.
We Cove you, 

t̂ naudma’e utinaele >̂ahy 
“TJtom aud S ad

Your accomplishments humble and amaze me, little brother, 
(But I will take credit for setting you on the right track since 
you followed me out to the East Coast.:)

Congrats, Dr. Mike.
I love you and am so proud to be your sister. XOXO,

Keegan

Well played, sir. 
Matt

79

 ̂love you! 
@euynatulatioue, ^ t. ^au*, 

& 6ua



Wishing you always.... 
Walb for the wind,
A roof for the rain 

And tea beside the fire. 
Laughter to cheer you, 
Those you love near you, 

And all that your 
heart may desire.

q ja h o W  

'Walk out of any doorway., 
feel your way, feel your way 
like the day before. Maybe 
yout find direction around 
some comer where It's been 

watting to meet you."
'•Sox of Rain,

The Grateful Dead 
Peas, Lewage & Hominy 

TheLaceys

*3o Very fftow dA .

Jtive the life you have imagined. 
—Henry 'David Zhorcau
Dreams Do Come Tme! 

CoH5i»1uUtioHS. Lviv Va 
T h e  F ^ m ilvf

¥
„  *  « rtt t  ^  Q fio m i/iU A 'Congratulations!!! I am so ^
pmud o f  you  and your
determination to pursue aSm^  knom
your goals. May it bring 
you much happiness and 

success in your life. I know 
it will. With all m y love 

Grandma ‘Tess

3  £aue y o u ! 

Qftanny Peanut
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Congratulations 
and much love to you  as 

you  graduate.
We are so proud o f  you ! 

J jg v e

jftunt Paula df (Uncle Pill

c o u ld  d o  itI  

C ongra tm !

loot’s  C e le b ra te !

Today Is the tomorrow 
you worried about 

yesterday!
Love Always 

Aunt Linda & Uncle Craig

"Eye" k n ew  y o u

Katie
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about. <d\Afity you (mow In youx bsaxt tbai 

youx ^xandfatbsx* ate both with you in 

ihlxit and axe. osxy fixoud of youx 

aaaomfiLkbmsnti 

[ZJoday and cdfbwayx








