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To the Class of 2012

Congratulations Doctors!

You are the most skilled and knowledgeable graduates to have ever entered the 
profession of Optometry. The depth and breadth of your education, annealed 
through immersion in a robust program of patient care, has prepared you to confront 
the challenges of our changing health care environment.

In your enthusiasm to create impact in your community, do not lose sight of the 
ideals that motivated you throughout your NECO years. Patients expect their 
doctors to be proficient; however, maintaining respect and courtesy for your 
patients will not only make you a great doctor but also endear you to them and 
their families.

Today, you are taking the first steps in replacing my generation of optometrists. 
Health care and the practice of optometry will become very different than the 
environment of your training. Be assured that you are prepared not just to navigate 
the system, but to actually help shape the field of eye care in the future.

You have my best wishes for a lifetime of personal and professional success.

Sincerely,

Clifford Scott
President, New England College of Optometry



May 20, 2012
Eyeballas,

As I write this final letter to you, I truly can’t help but feel tremendous amounts of 
emotion. These inevitable feelings span four years of your friendship, hard work, 
fun and monumental accomplishments. My heart beats with immense pride when 
reflecting on this NECO Class of 2012, transforming a genuine smile upon my face 
as I congratulate you on a job well done.

It seems it was just yesterday, September 2008, we all crammed into LH3, 
embarking together on a brand new adventure. We traveled great distances and 
overcame challenging obstacles to reach our personal dream of what optometry 
school at the New England College of Optometry would be like. Initially, we sat 
down together with great vulnerability, knowing very little about one another. We 
introduced ourselves, began sharing stories and it didn’t take long before we locked 
hands, looked each other in the eye, and committed ourselves to four years of hard 
work, dedication, and loyalty to our studies and one another. We united around a 
class theme, a motivating thought, a couple of words that gave us the extra strength 
to deal with the unfamiliar and unprecedented challenges we were about to face 
in our academic careers. It was a “finish strong” mentality we agreed to bring to 
these last four years, and that is exactly what we accomplished. We survived 
countless midterm and final exams, practiced hours on end in pre-clinic to pass 
proficiencies, won three straight years of NECO Olympics and celebrated harder 
than any other class Crossroads had ever seen.

Now, as our time at the beautiful 424 Beacon Street building comes to an end, we 
can finally conclude our life chapter as students and begin a new exciting chapter 
as Doctors. I hope that the title that now comes before your name serves as a 
continuous reminder of your hard work, dedication, and future potential in optometry. 
Although we may no longer live together or go to class together, we will still always 
be connected through the experiences we shared over these last four years while 
at the New England College of Optometry. I hope that each and every one of you 
knows how incredible you are, and I wish you all the best of luck as optometrists.

Finish Strong,
Daniel A. Bastian
New England College of Optometry Class of 2012, President
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Best wishes 
on your 
retirement.

Thank you for 
your years at 
NECO

Ellen Gilman
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American Academy o f Optometry

American Optometric Student 
Association

Beta Sigma Kappa

College o f Optometrists in Vision 

Development

Lion's Club International

Massachusetts Society o f Optometrists

National Optometric Student 
Association

Performance Vision Club 

Student Council

Volunteer Optometric Services to 
Humanity



American Academy of ^  AMER1CANACADEMY
Optometry (AAO) ^  '''"P",Mi:niY

Mission Statement: The major goal of the American Academy of 
Optometry is to maintain and enhance excellence in standards of 

optometric practice. It does this by fostering research and the 
dissemination of knowledge in both basic and applied vision

science.

American Optometric Student 
Association (AOSA)

The AOSA represents student interests to a variety of 
organizations including the National Board of Examiners in 

Optometry, International Association of the Board, Association 
of Schools and Colleges of Optometry and various sections of 

the American Optometric Association.



Beta Sigma Kappa (BSK)

Mission Statement: To stimulate scientific attainment, 
academic excellence and the ethical practice of optometry; 
and to promote and provide financial support for worthy 

research projects relating to vision care and the eyes.

College of Optometrists in -
J L  O p t o m e t r i s t s  i n

_  V i s i o n  D e v e l o p m e n t

Vision Development (COVD)

Mission Statement: Improving fives by advancing excellence in 
optometric vision therapy through education and board 

certification .Our goal is to facilitate ongoing development in the areas of 
behavioral and developmental vision care, advocate for wider adoption 
of vision therapy protocols, and increase recognition of their integral 

role in enhancing learning, productivity and overall quality of fife.
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Lion's Club International

-Thi» book in dedicated to the 
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. Dlcmch! Nguyen, Sabrina Singh, .
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(contracted braille)

"We serve."
It's something that 

unites Lions around the 
world. Lions aren't 

limited by continents or 
restricted to certain 
causes. We help 

wherever, whenever 
and however we can.
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Massachusetts Society of 
Optometrists (MSO)

The Massachusetts Society of Optometrists is dedicated to the fulfillment of quality vision and eye care 
needs of all the public. To achieve this goal, the MSO seeks to unite all Massachusetts optometrists in 

their effort to practice the highest standard of care through support of continuing education and
research.

National Optometric Student 
Association (NOSA)

The National Optometric Student Association (NOSA) promotes the delivery of vision care to minority 
communities through consumer education, legislative advocacy and minority recruitment and retention 
activities. The Association informs minority community members about vision protection, and works to 

raise legislators’ awareness of minority consumers’ visual needs.

Performance Vision Club (PVC)

Objectives of the Performance Vision Club (PVC) are to serve all patients in the community to improve 
their visual performance; to inform the public of preventative measures to ensure proper eye safety and 

to reduce the risk of eye injury; to promote professional standards of behavior and mutual respect 
among members, and to promote professional standards of behavior among members of the student

organization and the general public.

NECO Student Council

The Student Council governs the internal affairs of the student body. The Council consists of twenty-three 
voting members and is made up of the Executive Board; representatives from ODI, ODII, ODIII classes; 

the Accelerated OD and Advanced Standing International Programs;

The Council also meets periodically with school administrators to help set policy concerning student 
interests, and oversees the election of student representatives to administrative committees such as 

Curriculum, Student Affairs and Financial Aid. The president of the Student Council is a voting member
of the Board of Trustees.
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Volunteer Optometric Services to Humanity 
(VOSH)

Mission Statement: The primary mission of VOSH International is to facilitate the 
provision and sustainability of vision care worldwide.
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Annual
Welcome BBQ

NEC Olympics:
0D2, 0D3, 0D4

\ Halloween: 
ODl, 0D2, 0D3

Casino Night

Ski Trip and 
Spring Bling

EyeBall:
ODl, 0D2, 0D3, 0D4
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NOTEBOOK 
CEREMONY 
November 13, 2008

WHITE COAT 
CEREMONY 
September 3,2009

PROFESSIONAL 
EVENTS AND 
MEETINGS

VISTAKON

VHC POSTERS

AWARD
CEREMONY

OPTOMETRIC 
EVENTS
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VlSTAKON
Specialty Contact Lens Training Seminar, 2011 

Vision Care Institute, Jacksonville FL
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Class o f 2012

Afua W. Antwi 
Westfield State University 

Springfield, MA

Justin Asgarpour 
University of Alberta 

Calgary, AB

Faryal Azam 
Temple University 

Newtown, PA

Katarzyna Babinski 
Assumption College 

Belchertown, MA

Surbhi Bansal 
University of Alberta 

Edmonton, AB

Mojde Bahremand 
University of New Hamsphire 

Iran, Shiraz

Rebecca E. Barcelow 
Union College 

South Royalton, VT

Julia Baltais 
University of Guelph 

Toronto, ON

Dana Bastarache 
Providence College 

Shelton, CT
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Class o f 2012

Kristen Behrens 
Wheaton College 

Uxbridge, MA

Jamy Borbidge 
University of Richmond 

Bow, NH

Daniel Bastian 
Boston University 
Marlborough, MA

Timothy Bossie 
University of Maine Omo 

Houlton, ME

Michelle Bowman 
The College of New Jersey 

Marlton, NJ

James Brewer 
University of Maine 

Greene, ME
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Jeehyun Byun 
University of Toronto 

Toronto, ON

Lauren Casavant 
University of Maine 

Westbrook, ME

Jack Chafe 
St. Francis Xavier University 

Sydney River, NS



Class o f 2012

Kimberly Chan 
University of Waterloo 

Toronto, ON

Lindsay Coffey 
Bucknell University 

New London, PA

Mary Conroy
University at Buffalo 

Syracuse, NY

Lisa Chen 
St. John's University 

Brooklyn, NY

Jeffrey Cohn 
Skidmore College 
Westborough, MA

Chuong Dao
University of North Florida 

Jacksonville, FL

Michael Chocky 
Pennsylvania State University 

Fair Lawn, NJ

Sarah Y. Connolly 
Bowdoin College 

Holden, ME

Andrea De Souza
University of Waterloo 

Ottawa, ON
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Class o f 2012

Kristina DePhilippo 
University of Maine 

Bangor, ME

John Diver 
University of Oklahoma 

Tulsa, OK

Oesa Eng 
University of Alberta 

Edmonton, AB

Rebecca Gass Holly E. Golebiowski
St. Cloud State University East Carolina University

Bird Island, MN Greenville, NC
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Joanna Galasso 
University of Central Florida 

Miami, FL

Solomon M. Gould 
Luther College 
Knoxville, LA

Lynn Y. Fonseca 
University of Rhode Island 

Johnston, RI

Elizabeth Fultz 
The Ohio State University 

Wilmington, OH



Class o f 2012

Nisha Gupta 
University of Toronto 

Toronto, ON

Douglas Haigh 
Lynchburg College 

Oxford, CT

Yixing He 
St. John's University 

New York, NY

Julie Hiura 
Loyola Marymount University 

San Jose, CA

Miranda Ho 
University of Toronto 

Mississauga, ON

Yun-Ting L. Huang 
University of California Berkeley 

Victoria, TX

Kari Jones
Lawrence University 

Wild Rose, WI
Saria Iqbal 

Pace University 
Paramus, NJ

Jonathon H. Jimmerson 
University of Florida 

Tampa, FL



Class o f 2012

Anudeep Kajla 
University of Waterloo 

Prince George, BC

Neha Kapoor 
George Mason University 

South Riding, VA

Hardeep K. Kataria 
University of Florida 

Orlando, FL

Caitlyn Kennedy 
University of Delaware 

Mahopac, NY

Kristina Lacey 
SUNY Oswego 
Swan Lake, NY

Meghan Lamoureux 
Suffolk University 

Pelham, NH

Eva Lau 
University of California Irvine 

Fremont, CA
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Elizabeth Lauth 
Miami University of Ohio 

Carmel, IN

Ha Tien Le 
Boston University 
Dorchester, MA



Class o f 2012

Eric Lehouillier 
University of New England 

Arundel, ME

Priscilla Lenihan 
St. Anselm College 

Canterbury, NH

Allen M. Lee
University of Wisconsin Madison 

Sheboygan, WI

Joanna Liu 
Brown University 

Omaha, NE

Eric Lukacin 
University of Waterloo 

Ancaster, ON

Katherine B. Lynch 
University of Wisconsin Madison 

Naperville, IL

Lacey Marks 
Southeast Missouri State University 

East Prairie, MS

Valerie E. Marten-EUis 
Rice University 

Harker Heights, TX

Tiffany Mathieu
University of New Hampshire

Oakland, ME ^



Class o f 2012

Gary A. Matter 
University of Waterloo 

Guelph, ON

Crystal D. Meyer 
University of Iowa 

Manning, IA

Zehava Moskowitz 
University of Maryland College Park 

Silver Spring, MD

Mark Mucci 
University of Waterloo 

Mississiauga, ON

Saleha Munir 
Florida International University 

Pakistan

May Naji 
North Carolina State University 

Morrisville, NC

Aliya Nanjee 
University of Waterloo 

Guelph, ON
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Thy P. Nguyen 
University of Houston 

Broomfield, CO

Diemchi Nguyen 
University of California San 

San Jose, CA
Diego



Class o f 2012

Monika Osiecka 
University of Toronto 

Toronto, ON

Jonathan Pena 
Marquette University 

Sheboygan, WI

Jeffrey Rais 
Beis Medrash Heichal Dovid 

Toronto, ON

Justin Pecori 
Keuka College 
Watertown, NY

Holly E. Pieper 
University of Nebraska Lincoln 

Torrington, WY

Adam P. Reid
University of Calgary 

Calgary, AB

Lyudmila Pelikhova 
University of Hartford 

Salem, MA

Jacqueline E. Pokusa 
Oberlin College 

New Kensington, PA

Victoria R. Ries 
University of Pittsburgh 

Downingtown, PA



Class o f 2012

Laura Robbins 
University of Cincinnati 

Columbus, OH

Travis Robertson 
University of Lethbridge 

Regina, SK

Alexandra A. Sadanowicz 
Colby College 

Avon, CT

James Sanborn 
Roger Williams University 

Bamstead, NH

Sabrina Singh 
University of Ottawa 

Toronto, ON

Brittany Silvia 
Ithaca College 
Portsmouth, RI

Kristin Symon 
Pomona College 

Lafayette, CA

Renu Shah 
Rutgers University 

Springfield, NJ

Natasha Swinamer 
Dalhousie University 
Mount Uniacke, NS



Class o f 2012

Meetal Tailor 
University of Pittsburgh 

Orwigsburg, PA

Jenna Rochelle Titelbaum 
Boston College 

Marblehead, MA

Andrew Van Eenenaam 
Michigan State University 

Holland, MI

Shilpa Verma 
University of Oklahoma 

Edmond, OK

Adrian Wan 
University of Waterloo 

Richmond Hill, ON

Christina Vesco 
University of Waterloo 

Windsor, ON

Anna C Ward Hopkins Navroop Warraich Matthew WaterburyA n n a  C.. w a r n  JiopiA ins r  D e n is o n  University
The Ohio State University Universityof M Falmouth, MA

Winnipeg, MB 77Cincinnati, OH



Class o f 2012 m s /O D  201

Joyce Wei Tamara Weist
University of California Los Angeles University of Wisconsin La Crosse

San Marino, CA Rochester, MN

Austin White 
West Virginia University 

Fayetterville, WV

Sneha Kataria* Mirage Shah* Sowmya Srinivas*
3ausch & Lomb School of Optometry Georgetown University University of Massachusetts Amherst

Mumbai, India Montreal, QC Medfield, MA
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Claire Wong 
University of California Davis 

San Francisco, CA

Emily Wu 
University of California Berkeley 

Torrance, CA

Kenneth Headington* 
University of Arizona 

Lafayette, LA



Class o f 2012 AODP/ASIP

Fatemeh Abbasi Mehrnoosh Karizi Badiee Vivian Ekemezie
Shahid Beheshti University Tehran University of Medical Sciences University of Benin

Tehran, Iran Washington, D.C. Nigeria

Xiaomin Fang 
Nankai University 

Wuhan, China

Ushaa Gopalakrishnan 
Elite School of Optometry 

Chennai, India

Nirali Patel 
City University, London, UK 

Nairobi, Kenya

YuHui Zhu 
Jilin University, China

Beijing, China 7g
Fatima Qureshi 

Dow Medical College 
Karachi, Pakistan

Min Xu
Southeast University Medical School 

Xiamen, China





Applause on all your academic and personal achievements! 
Congratulations ... Mazel Tov... Congratulacion

Dr. Mike 
With Love and Pride,

Mom, Dad, Glenn and Jodi

We are so very proud of you, Julie!

We admire all of your hardwork and 
accomplishing all of your goals.

Love,
Mom, Phil, Jackie, and Matt

Your Dreams are now your 
accomplishments.

You set goals for yourself and never 
looked back. You have made your 

parents and family extremely proud. 
Your future in now whatever you want

it to be.

Congratulations, Love, Mom, Dad &
Erin 81



C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  Ja m e s  i

W e  a r e  a l l  s o  p r o u d  o f  y o u !

M o m  & D a d  a n d  A l l



Congratulations Ola

We Love You And We 
Are Very Proud Of You

Mom, Dad & Alan

Congratulation for achieving another major m ilestone in your life. All that hard work, 
determ ination and personal sacrifice has paid off.

As your parents, w e are very proud of you. Your friends and fam ily are sharing this 
wonderful day w ith you. We wish you continued success In your career.
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Shilpa,

Our heartiest congratulations on another 
awesome achievement. We are extremely proud 

that our daughter (and sister) has developed 
into such a fine young woman with so 

many goals achieved and dreams fulfilled. 
Your enthusiasm and passion has always 
been an inspiration and a guiding light. 

Our blessings and best wishes will always 
be there for your continued success in any 

challenge or endeavor that you accept in life.

With lots of love.

Pops, Mom, Nimisha and Ankit



Tami,

We are so proud of you. It has been a long four years but look what 
you have accomplished. Not only are we proud of you, but also Dad is 

looking down from Heaven and is amazed at what you have 
accomplished. It will be hard to leave good friends, and the exciting 
City of Boston behind, but we are excited to have you come back

home to Minnesota.

Dan,
We couldn't be more proud of you than we all are. You have set 
your dreams in motion and as Mavis would say "You kept your 
Eye on the prize". Through hard work and dedication, you 
made that dream come true.

Dr. Dan, Mr. President, The "Eye Bailer", our Son and Brother 
of Laura and Julie.

Congratulations!!!
We Love you. Mom and Dad,

Julie, Tyler, Laura, Raelyn 85



Andrea

Even before you were born, you were loved. Gently stroked and 
whispered to in the womb, a birth awaited, and arms ready to 
caress you. Your first day off to school, pig tails and a big smile, 
eagerly hopping on the school bus with your twin brother on a long 
journey into the unknown. W e laughed, we smiled and we cried 
through the years. Who knew that one day you would stand 
before us - a Doctor, ready to serve and touch people’s lives? You 
have had courage to follow your heart. Nothing can diminish the 
joy we hold in our hearts.

Our prayer for you is that in every hour of joy and pain, you
continue to remember his declaration "For I know the plans I
have for you, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to 
give you hope and a future." - Jeremiah 29:11. W e look forward 
with great expectation to what His plans are for your future and the 
next chapters of your life.

Go out into the world today and love the people you meet. Let your 
presence light new light in the hearts of people. You carry the 
power within you and the gifts God so graciously gave you - your 
voice, your beauty, your smile, your talents and your serving heart. 
Be the living expression of God's kindness. W e are so proud of 
you.

With all our love. Maman and Papa

Dana,
In what seems like the blink of an eye, 
your hard work has allowed you to grow into a 
confident and compassionate young woman.

Your vision of becoming and optometrist has 
been realized and we are so very proud of 
you.
As you enter the next phase of life's journey, 
we wish you success, happiness and love. 
Congratulation Dr. Dana!

With much love,
Mom, Dad & Christy

Congratulations Kristi!
I am very proud of you and wish you happiness 
and success in all you do.
Love,
Mom

Congratulations Liz!

W e  love you.

Dad, M om  and Becky

Congratulations to the best 
Super Mom Ever!

Thank you for everything you 
do for us,

Sawdaf, Nawfal, and Wuqaas
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Three Generations of NECO Grads -  It’s a BIG Deal!!!

Dr. Robert... Dr. A lan...

&

Introducing:

DR. JENNA ROCHELLE TITELBAUM, OD

“# 3 ‘s A Charm!"

CONGRATULATIONS!!!

With Love & Pride, 

Mom, Dad, & Brandon



CONGRATULATIONS Mark!

Y our dream  of an  
"Optometrist" has com e true. 

Alw ays believe in yourself, 
keep all your dream s alive & 

never give up.

W e 're  very  proud of you!

Love Mom, Dad, Natalie, Daniela, 
Marco & Lucas.

CO NGRATULATrOKS 
A U S T IN  DOUGLAS

T imptuy

\V t  CONGRATULATE. YOU OW Y0UR ACe0MPU6UM£NT6. 

MAYAUCCL56 AL\VAY6C0MRY0UR WAY IN UFC. W /t

ARC. V tR Y  PKOUP O f  YPU.

L pn/c. Pap a T iffany

W hat we are is uoa s gut to us 
W hat we become is our g ift to G< 

-Eleanor Powell
v ie  love vp a ond-oxe

J ovjuT

god is Holding your Rfe in His hands % a precious stone, 
poGshing it with experiences, challenges, choices and changes.
He is holding your Gfe watching you change into a unique iruGviduaC



(Even ‘When You ‘Were Yery Young...

‘We ‘Knew You ‘Would One <Day Qrow
JLndJfelp Others

Congratulations Dr. (Eliza6eth

1With Love,
Your <Proud‘Family 89



From a kid in 
her father’s 
advertising to 
the newest O.D. 
in his practice.
Even years ago, Dr. Becky Barcelow 
had 20/20 vision regarding 
her future. Now she joins 
her family as the newest 
third- generation member 
of the practice committed 
to healthy eyes.

Congratulations Becky! 
We are all proud of you!
Mom 8c Dad; Dean, Heather 8c Baby Leah; 

Ashley, Ben 8c Gram Barcelow 
(if he were here, wouldn’t Grandpa Bercelow be extra proud?) 

And especially Hubby Mike 8c Baby Braden

p.s. Braden thanks 
you for being able 

to attend a year 
and a half of 

N EC O  for free!

90



To our dearest Hardeep,

We know that you will continue to climb to your potential, 
fulfill your dreams and shoot for the moon and stars and 

j  forever shine. May your success be your journey through 
your life and not your destination.

J We wish you all the best in your new career and may god 
bless you with an abundance of success, health, wealth 
and happiness in your life.

CONGRATULATIONS! Dr. Hardeep Kataria O.D,

Congratulations Dr. Brittany,
I

You have worked very hard. We know this has been a 
long journey- although now a new journey begins. We 
have always been so proud of you and you too should 
be proud of all you have accomplished.

We love you and are very 
proud of you. We wish you 
much success as you start 
your new career.

Lots of love, hugs and kisses from Mom, Dad, Amrita, 
Jasmeet, Aman, Casper and Benni

Love, 
Mom, Dad Kevin and Lauren

CONGRATULATIONS on your excellence and success! 
We are all extremely proud of you. W e know that this has 
been the hardest and longest journey you will ever have 
to take. Throughout this journey you have had to make 
difficult decisions, sacrificing valuable time with family and 
friends and spending endless hours trying to meet your 
goals, and for that, we would like to commend you. W e  
also know that this is a result of your integrity, dedication, 

j  total commitment, but most of all, your confidence and 
j attitude (confitude) that has helped you reach your 
j destination.



Congratulations Meghan, you have always made us so proud, 
then & now and everywhere in between! E3est of Luck Meggy!



■■






