


The New England College of Optometry
Boston, Massachusetts



Dear Class of 2009,

Congratulations! On behalf of the faculty, administration and staff of The New England College of
Optometry, it is my honor to welcome you as the newest members of the profession of optometry.

Each of you has worked extremely heard to get where you are today and you have earned every
accolade that comes your way. You have made personal and financial sacrifices to study at our
College and you have met every challenge. You are now well-trained doctors with the skills,
knowledge and dedication required to provide outstanding health care for your patients.

You now join more than 3,500 other distinguished optometrists who are alumni of this wonderful
institution and have formed lifelong relationships with The New England College of Optometry.
We now welcome you as alumni, hope and trust that you will always consider us your professional
home.

May your future be filled with happiness and success.

Elizabeth Chen
President, The New England College of Optometry
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Class 012009
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2007 NECOlympic CHAMPIONS!!!
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El Salvador 2007



On August 11, 2007,
a team of 3rd year
NECO students
embarked on a
mission to provide
eye care to the
underserved
population of El
Salvador. Here lies
an account of their
adventures...
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VOSH 2008

San Pedro de Macoris,
Dominican Republic

On March 8, 2008, sixteen optometry students and four
optometrists departed Boston for a ten day mission trip to the
Dominican Republic. As members of the VOSH program at the
New England College of Optometry (NECO), these students
volunteered countless hours fundraising and preparing for the long
awaited trip abroad. Thousands of glasses were packed, eye
medicines collected, and hand held equipment gathered as we
prepared to travel to an area in desperate need of health services.
Destined for the Bateys of San Pedro de Macoris to serve workers
of the nearby sugarcane plantations, the group set out to deliver
guality eye care to people who rarely, if ever had seen a doctor.

The student VOSH program at NECO consists of about 75 active
members ranging from first to third year optometry students. Each
year, a group of third year students are selected based on prior
service hours in fundraising, glasses organization, and community
screenings. All members invited on the trip have dedicated
numerous hours volunteering their time providing eye care to the
greater Boston areas. VOSH members participate in Lions club
screenings, monthly Sharewood Screenings, as well as other
various vision screenings in Boston. Additionally, students spend
much of their time raising money to pay for the annual trip abroad.
Some of the major fundraising events this year included the VOSH
Grad School Mixer, Alcon Night, the VOSH walkathon, parking
fundraisers, as well as monthly bake sales. Students worked from
first year to accumulate enough hours to be eligible for the trip in
their third year.



In coordination with the Batey Relief Alliance (BRA), a non-profit
organization which was established 10 years ago to help
extinguish the disparities in healthcare &education present in the
Bateys of the Dominican, the group saw about 1450 patients
ranging in age from less than a year old to 107 years old.

meople traveled from surrounding bateys to be seen and arrived

s early as 5:30 am in hopes of getting a ticket to gain entrance

to the gate! Tents were set up outside as hundreds of people

aited each day to be seen. Most days the group worked

relessly from about 9 am to 7 pm, breaking only for a quick lunch.
We were able to provide prescription glasses in the form of single
vision or bifocals to almost everyone. In addition to prescription
glasses, virtually every person received a pair of sunglasses to
protect their eyes from the intense sunlight that is characteristic of
that area. Antibiotics, allergy medications, steroids, and artificial
tears were given as needed. A six-month to year long supply of
glaucoma drops was dispensed to every glaucoma patient.
Referral services were also done for those people with dense
cataracts, sight-threatening pterygia, or high blood pressure.

The student VOSH mission to the Dominican Republic 2008
proved to be a great success. Through team work and dedication,
the group was able to accomplish the goal of providing quality eye
care to those that needed it the most. For all, it was an
unforgettable experience and the clinical skills and knowledge
gained in this setting will transcend into our professional careers.
As the trip touched our lives in different ways, one thing is certain,
the experiences had and memories made in the Dominican
Republic 2008 will be carried with us for a lifetime.
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Congratulations

ANDREW CHAN

G radwuation .' Mom & Dad & Amanda

Your eye is the lamp ofyour body. Luke 11:34 NLT.

4 years old attitude and wild hair!

Upon your graduation,
hold your memories in one hand,
but leave the other open...
for your life isjust beginning,
and the world that awaits you is endless.

You are so brave, and you Dr. Rachel Irwin
-irst week in Boston, Sept, 2005 have made us all so very proud!
Congratulations Rachel!!!

Love always, from yourfamily



Meritza,

We admire your hard work, energy, determination &
character. You met the challenge and proved you can do
anything you set your mind to. We love you & wish you a

wonderful career in optometry. We are very proud of all you
have accomplished. Your patients will realize that you are
sincere and care about their well being. Congratulations!!!

Love,
Scott, The Rondons, Kluges, Rutmans,
Mendels & Radas

Whit,

Even though you're a serious doctor now, we know
you'll always have your silly side too © . We've had
so much fun spending your last semester with you in
Baltimore and hope you don't forget us now that
you're so important. Congratulations on being done
with all of your hard work, we're proud of you!

Love, =

H. i
Congratulations, Haley! Love, Mom and Dad. Amy, Horto, and Lindsay

Throughoutyour fifeyou've always hadthe heartand Congratulations, KeIIy!

determination to doyreaf fhinys...

It is through your determination and diligence
that you have reached yet another goal.

We are proud of you and wish you continued
success!

Love and God bless,
Conyratufations Ur. Rpmseyf

Hove, your Tamify Mom, Dad, Trisha & Family 67



Dear Devina,

There was never any doubt
in our minds that you would
be who you are today.
Wish you success and all the
happiness in the coming years
We are so very proud of you
and love you dearly.

Mom & Dad & Ankur

Dear EleSha,
| could not have asked for a better sister. You put up with me when il
was little, played with me, and even wrote me stories. Looking back
on pictures, sometimes | dont know how you did it, but you did and |
thank you for that. Your perseverance has brought you here, and it
along with your kindness and compassion will take you anywhere you
want to go.

Move you,

Shane

'You must be the change you
want to see in the world."11
- Gandhi, Mahatma

“Itis a miracle that curiosity
survives formal education.”
- Einstein, Albert

B S E ? You have always filled our hearts
with joy, our heads with wonder, and our lives with color. With your
determination and passion, courage and your beautiful smile, we
knew you would accomplish what you set out to do. You are truly a
gift from God. We are so proud of you, and congratulate you on your
successes.

We love you,
Mom and Dad



"Nice of you to show your older brothers the way to go!
Congratulations to Dr. Erin Bowser, Dr. Ryan Bowser and
the future Dr. Colin Bowser and Dr. Susie Bowser.
Lots of love Mom and Dad. xOxOxO."

The New England College ofOptometry

& Congratulations, Mary Il V
Love you....Mom, Dad, and David



Throughout her life Camille has
brought us much love and joy, along
with a sense of pride with all of her

accomplishments.

With her hard work and discipline,
Camille has achieved her greatest
success at NECO.

It has been rewarding to see how
much fulfilling her dream has meant
not only to us, but to herself.

Congratulations Camille,
we love you very much.

Love, Mom and Dad

To Our Shannon

You did it

With your list of many
accomplishments already

behind you, you are now

adding your graduation

from OPTOMETRY SCHOOL -NECO!

Your forever focus is
greatly admired and has
brought you an abundance
of personal success.

Your family cant say in

words just how extremely

proud we are of you,

so we will just have to show you!

You are amazing!

All our love,
Dad, Mom & Brandon



Elesha, r,. T
i B\
These four years have|
been exciting and a
wonderful adventure for
us. Thank you. Now,HBHNM KH
you are graduating and |
am so excited for von.
You have worked sol
very hard, sacrificed,
and were determined to *~*V /aH nfl|*"E
achieve your dream. | *
You am very|"H I "H I*"""H feB i
proud of you. You arean inspiration to me. | have seen
what it takesto accomplish what you have and that is why
not everyone can do it. Feel very proud of this
achievement, and as you look to the future, there's no
doubt in the minds and hearts
| of those who know you that
| your life will be filled with
| many more successes!

elhHSLJI hL | Congratulations
B | and celebrate!

nwwms

M TV

| love you forever and follow
the river.

Love your husband,
Greg

Congratulations Dr. Erin Bowser

| have spent the last 4 years in absolute awe of your
dedication and hard work. The amount of effort and skill
you put into not only school but everything you do is a true
reflection of what an amazing person you really are.

| am just so proud of you.

"Go confidently in the direction of your dreams. Live the
life you have imagined."



Arinder Basra

My sweet loving daughter, Arinder.

Congratulations from the bottom of my heart. All of us are so proud of you, not only being successful in your stud.es,
but in pursuing your goals and dreams with determined efforts. We are also proud of youfor being a perfect loving
daughter, who has always been there to help out when needed. Welcome back home. We are waiting to greet you

after accomplishing your goal to be a doctor. Once again, congratulations, my sweetheart.
With lots of warm wishes, Your Mom.

My Dear American and Canadian Dr. Arinder Basra,
Congratulations on your big achievement goal.
| am really proud of you, you did it! | am so happy! Congratulations again.
I love you so much. God bless you and | am wishing you good luck.
Lots of love from your papa, Harjinder.

Congrats Ashu Didi.
Finally After seven years, done. Yaayl! Cant wait to see you back home.
| love you so much.
Love, your little brother Rohit.

Congrats Didi!!
Your finally done school!
Time flew by so fast, feels like just yest, u started uni..okay not really but time did fly. haha.
Anyways welcome back!!..love kiran.

Congratulations our little sweet grand daughter Ashu. Your grandparents are really proud of you for becoming the
greatest doctor. Our wishes are always with you,.
and we always love you very much. God bless you.
With lots of love, your grandparents (Jaswant S, Harbhajan K Farmah)

. Al iMercyv day you were conceived lyou have
] Con_gra_tUIatlons’_ C_O||In. made us srnile with joy. We could have never imagined
With determination and dedication you have

achieved an exceptional milestone.
We are very proud of you and are confident
that you will have much success in your

the g we would take with you. Your first; school was
ifCiny. TUnas where you learned to swim at 4-months. By
jthe time you were two you started your path to
scholastic excellence at Avery Coonley, Maercker,

professional career. Your future looks so bright syVestview, .Hinsdale Central, Illinois Wesleyan, and now

that you're "gonna need shades!" yOU'JI have .finished at New England College of
Optometry. On Vaii'wiQitdrl T-tnnriiirae  Mexico.
France, Italy,.
Mom, Steve, Mollie, Kris, Keith, Megan, Hl Salvador,
Keith, Jodi, Ashley, Brady, Clark, NaTosha, Aith di
Brooklyn, Katie and Greg 'th-dfners
a Averse.
peoples and
few will ever
Dr. Matthew Chavoustie [understand,
swirfiming ,,j

. . 0.D. you have
Congratulatlons on your achievement \e're proud 0" "how well you did \t\ school.

through hard work, dedication and we are proud <

. have become,
many sacrifices. spirited  and
We are so very proud of you. accomplishme

yourself andfi
Love, Dad, Mom, Mike, Genevieve, Maxime, | Yyou "‘Doctor'' ¢

Kari, and Paul  of our everlast

B B



Megan,

It was a long, hard road, but
we could not be any
prouder. Not only for all
your accomplishments but
for the person you have
become.

Congratulations
Dr. Megan Smith, OD

CONGRATULATIONS SARA!

Continued good wishes and best of
everything always!

We love you :)
xoxox Mom, Dad, Amy & Rocco

Congratulations
Annall!
YOUDID ITU!
We're so proud of
Your hard work!!
WE LOVE YOU!
Dad, Mom,
Julia and Maria

Dear Hongbin

Congratulations for
graduating. Best
wishes for your future
career.

Edward, Eric, Hongyi
Mom and Dad



CougratutatloM Cites'if 3009 !
On Your Excellent Achievement

Health, Wealth, Happiness
Time to Enjoy Them All
Susan and Bill Lowe

_ Kristin Ann Glavine
Whitney Fahrman,

Your determination to get where you
Youngest of the four, we all are today is awesome.

watched you grow into the

| Love You
wonderful new doctor you
have become!!!! Mom
We love you!!! Congratulations OD 2009
Edp;.:f We Did
Yearbook designed by:
?”t©m ‘ Andrew Chan
Aaron Chiam
: _Od pg :' Radbert Chin
G m g Special Thanks:

Dr. Doreen Kleinman

Deanna
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Arizona Senator John McCain wins
the Republican nomination for president
and names Alaska Governor Sarah
Palin as his running mate. Palin is the
Republican Party's first female nominee
for vice president.

.TM/60EUSO N-

Democratic Senator Joe Biden of
Delaware becomes the 47th vice
president of the United States.

A member of the Senate since 1973,
Biden brings long-time Washington
experience to the Obama administration,



gJjg g a

Obama’s grassroots organization Q n
and innovative Web campaign is t
credited with inspiring young and
first-time voters to participate heavily 1
in the election.

EARLY
VOTING

the values, fashion and
personal vitality of the Obama
family resonate with Americans.
Public interest in the first family
rivals that of the interest in the
Kennedy family in the 1960s.



Barack Obama makes history

as the first African-American to
win the presidency of the United
States. The former lllinois senator
promises an era of change that
captures the imagination of
voters nationwide.

Electoral VVotes

New York Times

McCain/Palin run a strong

campaign, winning 22

states. But they are tomas
defeated 53 vs. 46 percent

in the general election

and by a substantial margin

in the Electoral College.
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In January 2009, president-elect Obama @]
attends the ultimate power lunch in the White

= House, meeting and getting advice from
H President Bush as well as former Presidents
a Ine . George H.W. Bush, Bill Clinton and Jimmy Carter.

nominations

?MARc hing
aloha SIS
PAT BENIC/UP/Landov

During the (
inauguration
! UgU I . MKRTCECILIO RICAI
ceremony, Malia
Obama captures
of view.

“W eihW ei
choseninope

nuB fliearU

AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Wfenslvaia

JIM BQURG/Reuters/Corbis



Slocks plummet as years

of excess in the.U.S. housing

market and lax supervision of

financial institutions contribute
to the greatest economic crisis
since the Great Depression.

With buying power declining in the consumer
marketplace, companies natiobwide-are-forceti~
-ta-lay75fTworRers. The nations} unemployment
rate hits 7.2 percent in Decemberppd is rising
steadily. The hardest hit statesfats Michigan.
(0 6/10/22: Rhntte Irsland-Califernia-and'SpBtti Carolina.

For Sail

Windermere:

Photo by Larry W. Smith/Getty Images

igling “Bii nakers,
irs, Ford request
tually offs jackagi

17 billion
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In January 2009, after both engines fail *
due to ingesting birds, US Airways Flight
1549 ditches in New York’s Hudson River.
All 155 passengers and crew members are
saved, thanks to the skill and courage of
pilot Chesley B. “Sully" Sullenberger.

R N »
1 GOIN<t OUT OF BUSH

*1

Many retailers are forced to file for
bankruptcy or go out of business after
being unable to rebound from the harsh
economy and a very disappointing fourth
quarter of 2008.

The world’s “hot spots" center

around the Middle Hast. Israel mounts

a major offensive against Hamas in Gaza,
the United States continues to oppose

the Taliban in Afghanistan and insurgents
in Iraq, and in August, Russia attacks

its southern neighbor, Georgia, in a dispute
over western influence in the area.

GAHY HERSHORN/Reuters/Landov



Public bicycle sharing systems, already popular in Europe, roll into
American cities like Washington, D.C., to help fight traffic congestion
and reduce pollution.



Brad Pitt launches the
“Make It Righf project to
build 150 green-sensitive
new homes in the New
Orleans Lower 9th Ward,
which was destroyed by
Hurricane Katrina. Pitt
contributes $5 million to
the project.

In September, Google and General Electric
partner to develop clean technologies.
Modernizing the national electric grid to
enable wider deployment of wind, solar and
geothermal energy will be an early priority.

The green cleaning
movement gains
momentum nationally
as environmentally

Wi safe non-toxic cleaning
in W orks products are used in
‘LwarAW  gsSSgS many homes, as

well as state and
fecity institutions.

MOJpresident-elect Obama asks all Americans
to volunteer their time on the 2009 Martin
ANS m th er King Jr. Day U Service, January 19,
and to continue throughout the year. More
than 12,000 service projects take place
across the country.



American swimmer Michael Phelps
makes Olympic history with eight gold
medals. Phelps sets three world records
in his five individual wins.

Chen Kal/Xinhua Press/Corbis

3Summer Olympics

The Beijing 4UU<of the most amazing
showcase some .

performances in Olympic history.

The Philadelphia Phillies win their second World Series with a five
game victory over the Tampa Bay Rays. The fifth game takes three
days to complete after a rain delay.



The Chinese gymnasts take the team
title, but Americans Shawn Johnson
(floor exercise) and Nastia Liukin
(all-around) take individual gold
medals for the U.S.

Heisman Trophy winner
SamBradfordHB |

TJICHAEL BUSH/UPIl/Landov

MVP Santonio Holmes makes a tip-toe
catch in the comer of the end zone with
35 seconds remaining to lead the
Pittsburgh Steelers past the Arizona
Cardinals 27-23 in Super Bowl XLIII.

Jimmie Johnson captures (
the NASCAR Sprint Cup
championship for the third
straight year in his famous #48
Lowe’s Chevrolet Impala SS.



Stephenie Meyer’s runaway
best-seller, Twilight, becomes
a hit movie starring Robert
Pattinson and Kristen Stewart
as Edward and Bella.

TheCuriousGase
ofBenjaminButton

Slumdog Millionaire, a surprise entry
from India about teen life in Mumbai,
and Brad Pitt's The Curious Case of
Benjamin Button, about a man who ages
backwards, monopolize Academy Award
nominations with a combined total of 23.



MTV spins off the reality show
The Hills, following Laguna
Beach star Lauren Conrad and
her friends to Los Angeles.

Q XBOX360

Australian Heath Ledger, in his
last film role as the Joker in the
Batman epic The Dark Knight, wins
a posthumous Golden Globe for
Best Supporting Actor in a Drama.



N?d/\a?mflm
Winag*

Britney Spears rebounds from
years of personal challenges with
her fifth No.1 album, Circus. She
becomes the only act in Nielsen
SoundScan history to have four
albums that debut with 500,000
or more copies sold.

JIM RUYMEN/UPI/Landov

Rapper Lil' Wayne takes home four
Grammies, including Rap Album
Ofthe Year for Tha Carter Il and
Best Rap Song.

uvi

Due to low ratings, MTV'’s flagship show
Total Request Live,shuts-dowrrirTNovernber
after a 10-year run.

R&B singer/songwriter
Ne-Yo brings out his
third album, Year ofthe
Gentleman, which debuts
on the Billboard 200 at
No. 2. The album garners
six Grammy nominations.



The video for Will.i.am’s
song “Yes We Can"
gamers more than 1.3
million hits on YouTube
and becomes an anthem
for young voters during
the presidential campaign,

Fox’s American Idoladds a fourth judge to the
popular show. Grammy-npminated songwriter
Kara DioGuardi joins regular panelists Randy
Jackson, Paula Abdul and Simon Cowell.

Rocker David Cook,

with 58 percent of the fan
votes, beats bailadeer
David Archuleta in the
2008 finals of Fox’s
American Idol.



Q Texdng becomes the new writing.
Teens everywhere learn to
double-thumb miniature keyboards
and invent a new language of
abbreviations and signs.

The nation converts to all-digital TV

in 2009. The Department of Commerce
offers government coupons to make the
conversion more affordable.

AP Photo/I-G. Patterson

BigjSunglasses
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